-~ VERMONT GREEN

New Ways and Beautiful Marble Keep Rochester’s Old Quarry Busy
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ers, Steve and Joe, qualily bor
A0-wear pins as did Fabian
Beed, longtime foreman,
whao ledr this past fall. Scott
Fwitchell and Ron Lafointe
have heen om the job for 14
General

YEATE. manager

Mike Solar stared only a

half dozen vears ago, but his
family's marble roots go
back thres gemcralions

e guarry that provides
such dependable em
ployment 15 two
miles north of
Rochoster,
where (juarry
Hill Road branch-
e from ]:Ill.ll:l.' 1 LK1
and heads east, following
Marsh Brook as it tumbles
gt of Morth Hollow. A mile
and a half inta the hollow,
the grade flattens and the
road crests, cutting betweon
the abandoned Goodoo and
Drarrah hill farms

Tust shy of the erest, a Hve-
fxor-high chain:link fence
parallels the road tor 200
fet. At its casvemn end, theme
is & grassy viewing area big
encugh for a small pickup
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Several times a weck dur-
ing the summes, guarey
workers can look up at the
fence and see sporg-shirted
wvisitors and their children
nozes againgt the chain
mish. If the workers could
hear the thoughts of the
onlookers, they
guess they'd he
saving, Wow
thats a
|abour an

big
hole!
acre's surface arca)l o1
perhaps from the adven:
Lurous, “ Awesome, what a
bungee jump!” jabowut 300
{eet from the wop of the crane
tor the quarry Hoorl.

But unlesz a block is being
pulled — and 20-ton biocks
are inched so cautiously
upward as to seem trozen
againsi the sky = most visi-
vors leave stumped by what
is poing o 100 feet beneath
them, And they most likely
lcave not realizing thae the
Vermont YVerde Antigque
gquarry is known worldwide
por pis Ausiimclive dark i g inl

serpenting marble,

Written and Photographed by
GEORGE BELLERDSE

SPFEING Z0OL]



.

Abowe, foreman Fablan Reed
tests the crane as the quarry
epens in the spring. Many of
the 10-tem bledks are trucked
morth to the §i. Lawrence

Seaway and shipped to laly
for cutting and finishing.

Previews page: A bleck of
martile eompletes the half.
ksur ascent from the quarry
fleor, and Scott Twitchell
prepares a scrap block to be
hauled up. “You know you"ve
got a geod hitch when you
raise the block amnd it"s level
om all four sides.” he says.
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Above, Toreman Beed.

Righit, lifting a block fram the
eutting Moar,

Opposite page: top, orew
enters the |80-foat-deep
gquarry; middle, water is uied

to shuice markie muck from
the Acor, cool saws and 1l
hydrobags to i bocks;
battom, Jor Shaw checks the
diamand saw for sharpness,

e

Where are the tecth-chat-
tenin, cealening hydrawlic
air drills, dust clouds so
thick you can't se¢ vour
feiet, and the naaEbop [shn
Henry-hummering ol
wesdges (o split and lir
blocks ol the thoor for the
cranc's cables!

Cone. And none of the
men below miss them
ik h.

lechaology bas come ta
the quarry in the pase
decade. The hiza of water-
cooled, ddamond-embedded
belt and wire saws 5 casy on
the cars. A moming's ham
AICTIE O u';‘ﬂguﬂ. has beeiy
replaced by pillow-size:
hiydrobags that splis and Lifi
blocks in minutes wich 30
pownds of water pressure,
Waorkers now control the
Crane’s movement on che
quarry foor with mdio sig-
nals tooa topside COMPULET, 4
eyszem far less neeve-wrack.

ing than the ald seven b'l.'l\.'|:" , ¥ .
gignaling code o am oar-of-
sight crane operator. Today's
siy-man crew can pall as
manyy blocks as the quarny’s
"'-"':'-;H:r-:-.'-l'.- wintl foree did in
the days carly in the century
when six-horse sled and
wiggon teams pulled the big
stones the half-dozen minles
to the Bochester rallmad
station

The remitine today: Deter
mine the cutting pattemn for
the floor, set up ihi S E]

“I've been a drill operator since | started in the early 1970s.... If there
was a spot with a bad core or anything, | could pet it out.... It was a
competition back then.... There's really no competition today with the
diamond sz Jou Shaw, diamond taw operator

watch their EMPETARE S0
they don't burn up; sharpen
thermn vwice a day,

Stone, machine amnd
weather willing, there |5 a
2-toot-long, 5-foot-decp cut
e the e of the day

In six wocks, a 50-by-10C0-
oot tloor can be diced into
Sebw-5-bov- L0-looe blocks. [n
a good season, 250-plus 20-
ton blocks, the start of a
smnall pyrarnid, are sent sky
ward

Technology kelps, b
£150 000 diamond-embed
diod bele saws are not cnough
to ktn.'p a quarry aflloat in
today's global marketplace
Vermont's marhle industry
has shrunk 1o a faction of
its turn-of-the-gentury world
dominance; the Rochester
opertion has surnvived for
R0 years, in part, because of
the luck of the mountain-
'I'h|:|||-\.|in..'l torces that created
it% stone
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"Winter! | hate it It just makes averything
nasty. fou're stomping around in your snowsuit,
slipping In the rmud, slipping on the ice.You go 1o
eat your sandwich, and it’s frozen. By the time
we get out of here [close the quarry, in early

December] I'm ready.”

Along the length of the
Green Mountains there are
mare than W0 mapped sives
of serpentineg, but only a
handiul — in Roxbury,
Windham, Cavendish and
Faochester — have the
soundness, abilicy to hold a
palish, durabibity and easy
sicess 1o be economically
viable

But Rochester’s quarry
gnes a step beyond thar amd
has brageing rights, say mar-
ble mem, as the woeld's pre-
miler site of vende antigue
serpentine. [t is the Rolls
Hovee of green marhble, in
demand for wses raneing
from elegant building
facades to fine interior Hoar
tiles and high-end kitchen
Counteriogns,

*Thix is an excellent time
tor Wermont wercle .:'.1|i.|.|:|||.'
A Lot of the foreign verde
antiguee seTpenbine is ml
gookd, The Tealian greens
don't hold up as well
Guatemalan greens don’t
have a gl'-n-d bl * RAVE
Phincan Cigien, 8 genlogis
mmil former superintendent
of quarries for Vermont Mar-
ble Company. “As far as I'm
concemed, only Taiwan has

Above, Steve Shaw pulls the
stairs at the end of the
quarrying season in late
fall. “Taking out stalrs you
have to take your time and
kmow what yeu're dalng,"”
he says. Righe, Shaw rides
Im the work buchet ay stake
platforms wre hauled up
out of the hole.
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— Ron LaPointe

verde antique that is at all
comparable 10 Vermont's,”
There is stiff competition
ini thie stone indusiry, savs
Solari, general manager for
the Mew York-based tamily
frm thar owns the quanmy
“Ii this were just & green
stone, we'd be out of buasi-
fess to cheaper stomes, bt
our werde antkque serpentine
iz harder than marble It can
be wsed indonrs and our, and
it can hald a polish. We have
trouble kecping it in stock.
And there's no need oo
worry about the stock run
AIng Ul anyTimie o080
There is at least another
20 vears of stone in the
present guarry and ina
southenst extension not yet
dn."l.'n:-||:q1u|:| L= ]
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'l'up. crew members move a
fuel tank during closing.
Above, lee-encrusted wheel ol
a diamond-wire saw.

Lefe, the quasry, shut down
and in the grip of winter.
Opening time doswn't roll
around until early April.
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